
WEATHER | Cloudy; High 34, Low 20 


OPIOID TRAFFICKING 

Hoonah man arraigned for selling 
thousands of pain pills. A3. 


THE COMICS I C3 


Q JUNEAUEMPIRE.COM 


BASKETBALL PREVIEW 

Protecting home court means finding 
consistent scoring. Bl. 


WILD 

SHOTS 

See more photos. C4. 



STATE 


Tumult 
engulfs open 
Senate seat 

Governor's second nominee 
withdraws his name after 
inflammatory Facebook 
posts support murder of 
abortion providers 

By JAMES BROOKS 

JUNEAU EMPIRE 


AGE IS JUST A NUMBER 


A vacant seat in the Alaska Sen¬ 
ate was the eyewall of an 18-hour 
political hurricane late Wednes¬ 
day and Thursday morning. 

Gov. Bill Walker controversially 
named Tom Braund of the Mata¬ 
nuska-Susitna Borough to fill the 

SEE SEAT | Page A6 


LOCAL 



VIDEO 

Watch Elders cut a rug at the Valentine’s Day 
Dance atjuneauempire.com. 


MICHAEL PENN | JUNEAU EMPIRE 

Genevieve Knudson dances with a partner at the Tlingit-Haida Community 
Council’s Elders Valentine’s Day Dance on Thursday. 


Elders boogie at Valentine's Day Dance 

Gov. Walker, Lt. Gov. Mallott take a break to join Native elders and boogie down 


By KEVIN GULLUFSEN 

JUNEAU EMPIRE 


Assembly 
considering 
YMCA run 
pools 

Public invited to share 
thoughts, learn more at 
public meetings 


By ALEX MCCARTHY 

JUNEAU EMPIRE 

The YMCA might be coming to 
Juneau. 

Max Mertz, chair the Aquatics 
Board, spoke at the Juneau Chamber 
of Commerce luncheon Thursday 
detailing the options for the future 
of Juneau's two pools. One of those 

SEE POOLS | Page A8 


The Elders Valentine's Day 
Dance had all the trappings 
of a 1960s sock hop. 

Heart-shaped balloons 
floated about. Bill Haley and 
the Comets sang "See you 
Later Alligator." 


A gentleman in a cowboy 
hat silently beckoned to Sta- 
rina Johnson. It was an invita¬ 
tion to the dance floor. 

Even at 75, Johnson is an 
exuberant dance partner. She 
didn't spend much time sit¬ 
ting Thursday afternoon at 
the Tlingit & Haida Commu¬ 
nity Center. 


"I wish there was a dance 
every week," Johnson said 
during one of her brief breaks, 
hands still moving to the beat 
and a wide smile on her face. 

The Valentine's Day Dance 
reminded many attending 
elders of their heyday, only, 
there weren't as many men 
around. About 40 elders, 


each over 60, attended the 
dance. The male-female ratio 
skewed female by about four 
to one. 

Unlike the Eisenhower-era 
shindigs some elders remem¬ 
ber, this dance wasn't all but¬ 
terflies and left feet. At this 
stage in the game of life, a 
dance is really about having 

SEE DANCE | Page A8 



STATE 


Tribes could help state 
fix education systems 

Tlingit and Haida issues forum asks the public to sketch ideas 


By JAMES BROOKS 

JUNEAU EMPIRE 


In January, the lead¬ 
ers of Alaska's education 
system rolled out a re¬ 
port on "Alaska's Edu¬ 
cation Challenge," the 
foundation for a funda¬ 
mental reform of how 
public schools operate. 

On Thursday in 
Elizabeth Peratrovich 
Hall, Juneau residents 
and others from across 
Southeast Alaska began 
examining what that re¬ 
form should look like. 

In an hourlong Na¬ 
tive Issues Forum hosted 
by the Central Council 
Tlingit and Haida Indian 
Tribes of Alaska, attend¬ 
ees tackled one aspect 
of the plan: how to get 
tribes and communities 
to own it. 

"We're looking to do 


We know that 
kids have much 
more success 
in school when 
their families 
have ownership 
in that process. 
Tribes are 
families. 

Liz Medicine Crow 

President/CEO of First Alaskans 
Institute 

something that will in¬ 
crease our outcomes 
for our students, our 
schools and our state," 
said Liz Medicine Crow, 
president of First Alas¬ 
kans Institute. 

One of the recommen¬ 
dations — there were 13 


altogether — in the edu¬ 
cation challenge report 
is that the state should 
come up with a way for 
tribal governments or 
tribal organizations to 
deliver education, simi¬ 
lar to the way they al¬ 
ready deliver health care. 

"We know that kids 
have much more suc¬ 
cess in school when their 
families have ownership 
in that process," Medi¬ 
cine Crow said," adding 
that "tribes are families." 

By involving tribes in 
education, members of 
the education challenge 
committee believe they 
can improve student test 
scores and performance. 

"I believe that all of us 
are here at the right time 
to bring about change," 
said Rep. Chuck Kopp, 

SEE TRIBES | Page A6 



MICHAEL PENN | JUNEAU EMPIRE 

Liz Medicine Crow, President/CEO of First Alaskans Institute, speaks at the Native Issues 
Forum at Elizabeth Peratrovich Hall on Thursday. 
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